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INTRO (as of 12th January, 2013)

Dear students, 

In this course, you will be asked to familiarise with grammar development, unification based grammatical formalisms and the syntactic theory of Lexical Functional Grammar (LFG). You will also acquire hands-on experience on the on line environment for grammar development called XLFG https://signes.bordeaux.inria.fr/xlfg5/index.php" https://signes.bordeaux.inria.fr/xlfg5/index.php. You will use XLFG or, preferably, the LFGeditor, a tool developed and maintained by an ex-student of Technoglossia, Mr Panagiotis Minos, to submit a toy grammar as part of your course obligations that will contribute 40% to your final mark.  The other 60% will be contributed by the final exam. The exercise will be given to you on Week 8. You will be asked to return it on week 10. This will be a strict deadline. The results will be discussed in the classroom on Week 11 as part of your preparation for the final exam.

Two subjects for a dissertation (διπλωματική εργασία) will be offered. The first one will be part on ongoing work on grammar development on XLE http://www2.parc.com/isl/groups/nltt/xle/. The student who will take it will be working at ILSP’s premises. S/he will cooperate with me and a number of scholars in Greece and abroad and will deal with a set of grammatical phenomena of Modern Greek that will be selected then. The second one will be about the semantic-syntactic properties of verbs in a certain thematic domain that will be selected then. This research is part of ongoing research on the development of a conceptually organised lexicon of Modern Greek using the technology of ontologies. 

You form a mixed audience of graduate students originating from literature, linguistics and maths. Although this is your second year of study, it is important to make sure that a common ground has been established concerning the basic notions that will be used throughout this course.  This task is undertaken with the first two lectures. The next two lectures introduce new formal tools, namely the Feature Structures and the Unification operation on them. Care has been taken to anchor formal tools on linguistic facts. Lectures 5 and 6 introduce the basics of LFG, that is, c- and f- structure and the relations between them. Lecture 7 is about the mapping from c-structure to f-structure and the treatment of adjuncts, Lecture 8 is about long distance dependencies and Lecture 9 about the treatment of prepositional phrases. Lecture 10 will discuss some more advanced topics in LFG such as anaphoric binding. 

Hands-on work is an integral part of the course. It starts with Lecture 1 and runs through the entire course. At the end of the course, you will be expected to demonstrate some fluency with XLFG and with grammar development.

Here follows the sequence of Lectures 1-9. The handouts can be found on my web-page http://www.ilsp.gr/el/profile/staff?view=member&task=show&id=38" http://www.ilsp.gr/el/profile/staff?view=member&task=show&id=38. 

Lecture 1 Context Free Phrase Structure Grammars (CFPSG) and Constituency
Lecture 2 Development of a CFPSG. Coverage of linguistic phenomena such as agreement and word order.
Lecture 3 Attribute-value pairs and of Feature Structures (FS) 
Lecture 4 Unification. FS, Unification and CFPSG 
Lecture 5  Introduction to LFG-1. The c-structure
Lecture 6  Introduction to LFG-2. The f-structure
Lecture 7 Mappings from c- to f-structure. Adjuncts in the f-structure
Lecture 8 Long distance dependencies
Lecture 9 Functional contribution of PPs
Lecture 10 Inheritance, Verb Alternations and Lexical Rules

I would happily receive your feedback on the notes and the course in person or at stellamarkantonatou@yahoo.com.  

I would like to point out that during the classes some additional material will be given in the form of exercises on paper and of hands-on work. Students will be evaluated on the material that is presented in the classroom, part of which is the material you can find in the Lectures. 
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Wish you all a nice time and an enjoyable course


Stella Markantonatou
Athens, 22nd October, 2012

